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A. Forinterested restaurants (Including new application and application renewal)
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Q1: What is the Hong Kong Restaurants Halal Certification Funding Scheme, and

how can it benefit my restaurant?

A:The scheme, supported by the HKSAR Government and administered by the Hong Kong
Tourism Board (HKTB), provides a one-time subsidy covering 50% of your Halal
certification fee, up to a maximum of HK$5,000. It aims to support restaurants in
obtaining Halal certification from a recognised certification body—currently The
Incorporated Trustees of Islamic Community Fund of Hong Kong (BOT), which has long
served as the primary certifier in the city. The scheme not only helps your establishment
become more appealing to Muslim travelers by meeting their dietary needs, but also
contributes to positioning Hong Kong as a more Muslim-friendly tourism destination.
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Q2: What is the difference between the roles of The Incorporated Trustees of
Islamic Community Fund of Hong Kong (BOT) and the Hong Kong Tourism Board
(HKTB)?

A: BOT is the main Islamic body in Hong Kong managing Mosques and related religious
matters. Itis also a certifying body responsible for inspecting halal certified restaurant,
ensuring compliance with Halal standards, and issuing the Halal restaurant certificate
(as Halal Restaurant, Halal Kitchen Restaurant, or Halal Friendly Restaurant). HKTB is a
government-subvented body tasked to market and promote Hong Kong as a travel
destination worldwide and to enhance visitors' experience once they arrive. HKTB acts
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as Hong Kong Restaurants Halal Certification Funding Scheme secretariat, handling
subsidy applications, reviewing documents, and disbursing funds after restaurants
receive certification from recognised certifying body.
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Q3: Will there be other recognised certification bodies under the scheme in the
future?

A: The list of recognised certification bodies may be reviewed and updated from time to
time. Any changes or additions will be announced when appropriate.
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Q4: How do | start the process if | want to apply for the subsidy?

A: First, apply for Halal certification directly with a recognised certification body and
obtain certification by 31 December 2026.

(BOT Halal Certification Application Form: https://www.islamictrusthk.org/halal-

certification)

Once certified, complete HKTB’s online Funding Application Form:
https://partnernet.hktb.com/en/trade_support/funding_schemes/hong_kong restauran

ts_halal_certification_funding_scheme/index.html

Then, email the required supporting documents (e.g. your business registration
certificate, food license or Certificate of Compliance for Clubs, bank statement, Halal
restaurant certificate, and fee receipt) to halal@hktb.com, quoting your application
number.

All documents must be submitted by 31 January 2027. Late submissions will not be
accepted.
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Q5: How much does the Halal certification from BOT cost, and how is the funding
calculated?

A: Certification fees charged by BOT vary, subject to the scale of the restaurant and the
menu submitted. For fees, check with The Incorporated Trustees of Islamic Community
Fund of Hong Kong (website: https://www.islamictrusthk.org/halal-certification.) The
funding is 50% of the fee restaurant paid to BOT, capped at HK$5,000, and disbursed
after HKTB’s approval. HKTB reserves the final right to accept or reject any application

for the disbursement of funding.
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Q6: What are the eligibility requirements for my restaurant to qualify for the
subsidy?

A: Your restaurant must hold a valid food business license issued by the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) or hold a valid Certificate of Compliance for
Clubs issued by Office of the Licensing Authority (OLA); and receive the Halal restaurant
certification from a recognised certification body on or before 31 December 2026. Each
restaurant can receive the subsidy only once.

[ 6: AVEBETREN GBS T RS e HF &R ?
& CHVEBELART A B YRR R B S B HA YRR - BdFA IR E B

30f8


https://www.islamictrusthk.org/halal-certification
https://partnernet.hktb.com/en/trade_support/funding_schemes/hong_kong_restaurants_halal_certification_funding_scheme/index.html
https://partnernet.hktb.com/en/trade_support/funding_schemes/hong_kong_restaurants_halal_certification_funding_scheme/index.html
https://www.islamictrusthk.org/halal-certification
https://www.islamictrusthk.org/halal-certification

HHAREFILEEHE IVZnM£QHS1B&ZmW%@E AL RS
HHBEER - BEEEAREEIHN A I EE—

Q7: What documents do | need to submit to HKTB for the subsidy application?

A: Submit copies of your restaurant's Business Registration Certificate (valid for at least
one month from application date), Food Business License issued by FEHD or Certificate
of Compliance for Clubs issued by OLA (valid for at least one month), recent bank
statement (issued within three months), Halal restaurant certificate and receipt for the
certification fee issued by a recognised certification body. Ensure names and addresses
match across documents.
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Q8: Why does HKTB require my bank statement for the funding application?

A: The bank statement is needed to verify that the subsidy is issued to the correct
business entity operating the restaurant. HKTB will check that the account name
matches the name of the business or corporation listed on the Business Registration
Certificate. Only essential details—such as the account name and number—are
required. Applicants may cover up other sensitive information, such as account
balances and transaction history, when submitting the document.
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Q9: When and how will | receive the subsidy if my application is approved?

A: HKTB will notify you of the result via email. For successful applications, the subsidy
will be directly deposited into your provided bank account within two months of the
approval notification.
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Q10: Can |l apply for the subsidy before getting certified?

A: No, you must first obtain Halal restaurant certification from a recognised certification
body during the funding period (17 September 2025 to 31 December 2026). Submit your
funding application to HKTB only after receiving the certificate and fee receipt from the
recognised certification body.
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Summary of the eligibility requirements and required documents for a restaurant to

apply for the Hong Kong Restaurants Halal Certification Funding Scheme

Name of Document

Validity of Document

Document Consistency

Business Registration
Certificate

Valid for at least one month
from the date of the funding
application

Food Business Licence (full
or provisional license issued
by FEHD)

or

Certificate of Compliance
for Clubs (issued by OLA)

Valid for at least one month
from the date of the funding
application

Shopsign and address on
the Food Business Licence
or the name and address on
the Certificate of
Compliance for Clubs must
match the business/branch
name and address on the
Business Registration
Certificate.

Bank Statement

Issued within the three
months immediately
preceding the funding
application date

Account name must match
the name of the
business/corporation on the
Business Registration
Certificate.

Halal Restaurant
Certification (Issued by a
recognised certification
body)

Issued between 17
September 2025 and 31
December 2026

Restaurant name and
address must match the
shopsign and address on
the Food Business Licence
or the name and address on
the Certificate of
Compliance for Clubs.

Halal Certification Fee
Receipt (Issued by the same
certification body who issue
the Halal certificate)

Corresponding to the Halal
Certificate issued

Restaurant name must
match the shopsignh on the
Food Business Licence or
the name on the Certificate
of Compliance for Clubs.

Additional Eligibility Notes:

¢ Obtain Halal restaurant certification from a recognised certification body by 31

December 2026.

e Eachrestaurantis eligible for the subsidy (50% of the certification fee, up to HK$5,000)

only once during the funding period.

e Submit the online Application Form to HKTB and email all required documents to

halal@hktb.com, quoting the application number, by 31 January 2027.
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B. For Visitors and the General Public #1NifE R 2SR

Q1: Where can | find a list of Halal-certified restaurants in Hong Kong?

A: Visit the Hong Kong Tourism Board's Muslim Travel page at
https://www.discoverhongkong.com/eng/explore/muslim-travel.html#dining for a

comprehensive list of Halal-certified restaurants certified by The Incorporated Trustees
of Islamic Community Fund of Hong Kong (BOT). The page also highlights other Muslim-
friendly establishments and experiences for Visitors.
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Q2: Is The Incorporated Trustees of Islamic Community Fund of Hong Kong (BOT)
the only recognized certification body, and can | become one?

A: Currently, BOT is the primary certification body for the scheme due to its
longstanding role in Hong Kong. However, the situation will be reviewed timely.
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